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carry their cargoes back to England. The Bostonians
were equally determined that the tea should 'not be
landed, and kept constant watch on the quays to see
that It was not smuggled secretly ashore. So matters
remained at a deadlock until late on December 16,
when a number of young men, disguised as Indians,
suddenly boarded the ships, ripped open three hundred
and forty-two chests of tea, and threw the contents,
worth twenty thousand pounds, into the sea.

Such was the famous " Boston Tea Party", and
immediately the news reached England the wrath of
King and Parliament fell upon Massachusetts. ' Acts
were passed closing the port of Boston to all commerce.
The rights of the colony, guaranteed by charter, were
cancelled in one sweep. Orders were Issued for soldiers
to be quartered In Boston and throughout Massa-
chusetts,, and other measures were taken which it was
hoped would break the colonists5 spirit.

But In this the British King and government were
grievously mistaken. Instead of cowing the colonists,
they only strengthened their determination to resist:
for It must be remembered that the Americans of that
time were mainly men of good English blood and
instincts, and' like Englishmen all the world over, they
could not be bullied Into doing.a thing they did not like.
The result of the acts was therefore to unite the colonies
as they had never been united before. As one they
rallied round Massachusetts. Food poured into the city
lest It suffered shortage from the loss of trade, and
Washington even offered to arm a thousand men out
of his own purse, and lead them to the help of Boston